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Dear Mr. Chairmen; 


Thank you for your letter of 19 October requesting that the Agency 
not disclose publicly any information and documents exchanged by the 
Agency with your Committee and with its predecessor, the Select 
Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelli- 
gence Activities, unless your Committee first reviews the material 
and votes for its release. 


The possession of such materials in our files presents a serious 
problem to CIA and undoubtedly to other intelligence agencies in 
responding to requests under the I'reedom of Information and Privacy 
Acts. Regardless of the fact that the Legislative Branch is not subject 
to provisions of these Acts, Congressional documents and Congressional 
information reposing in Agency files become subject to determinations 
as to releasability. We have recognized your concerns to maintain 
confidentiality and have invoked your interests whenever’ Congressional 
documents or Congressional information become subject to release. Tor 


example, your nt letter of 21 September to the Agency concerning 
the FCiA casef _poaueting nondisclosure of 
certain materi as been presented to the court. 
The matter is still in litigation and we are hopeful that we will prevail. 


You may be assured that all information or documents, or any 
portions thereof, exchanged in confidence between CIA and your 
Committee, and its predecessor, which are the subject of any outside 
request for public release, will continue to be submitted to the Committee 
for prior approval. . 


Our acceptance of your right to require prior approval is based on 
our assumption that the Comittce will not disclose any documents or 
information exchanged in confidence between the Committee and CIA without 
prior Agency approval. To date, the Committee has followed this policy 
and I would expect that it will be continued in the future. Neither of our 
interests will be protected unless we both agree to recognize each other's 
requirements for confidentiality. If there is disagreement, 1 am confident 
that in a spirit of cooperation we can resolve our differences. 
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This exchange of letters will serve as mutual understanding and 
assurance that all matters discussed in confidence between us will not 
be disclosed until both of our interests are given due consideration. 


Yours sincerely, 


/s/ Stansfield Turrér 
STANSFIELD TURNER 
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IN REPLY PLEASE 
REFER TO Q.4 Ge/g” 


Admiral Stansfield Turner 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 


Dear Director Turner: 


The Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (pursuant 
to S. Res. 400, 94th Cong.), and its predecessor, the 
Select Committee to Study Covernmental Operations with 
Respect to Intelligence Activities, (pursuant to 5. Res. 21, 
94th Cong.) has exchanged with your Agency considerable 
information and documents of a very sensitive nature. 

For historical and practical reasons, this exchange of 
information and documents is an essential part of the 
consultative and deliberative process between the two 
branches. It is essential that this process continue Lf 
this Committee is to discharge its obligations to the U.5. 
Senate and the American people. When this Committee com- 
pletes its work in an area, a determination will be made 
according to the applicable Senate Rules as to what infor- 
mation can and should be released to the public, after a 
careful weighing of all the relevant considerations. 
Consistent with this approach, strict security procedures 
are in effect for all of the Committee's intelligence records. 


The Committee recognizes that from time to time certain 

congressional materials currently in the physical custody 
of your Agency, could become the subject of requests by the 

public for release. For example, the material requested 

could include material and information originating with 

this Committee and its predecessor, or material prepared 

for the Committee in response to its express interests, or 

any material resulting from specific questions put to your 
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Admiral Stansfield Turner 
Page Two 


Agency. It is the Committee's view that Committce 
material and information should not be disclosed outside 
of your Agency unless the Committee has reviewed the 
material and voted release of such material. Should you 
desire to release any SSCI material for any purpose, we 
request that you obtain this Committee's approval in 
writing prior to making such a release, 


Sincerely, 


ea wer. : : t 
ACA, tL 
Birch Bayh 
Chairman 
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Barry Go} fwater 
Vice Chairman 
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: fhe attached proposed Letter 
DDCI | ‘ to Chairman Bayh and Vice Chair- 

: see pak ee saws et veces “man. Goldwater, SSCI, confirms that 
-we will not release any information 
‘or document reposing in Agency 
Liles which was exchanged in con- 
‘fidence with the SSCI or its prede: 
Ces sor, the Church Committee, with- 
| out prior Comuittee approval. 

In return, we are asserting as 
2 cocotiany assumption that the 
| Committee will not release Agency 
anformation ot documents without 
prior Agency approval. The SSC) 
‘|may object that this constitutes 
a diminution ot the procedures in 
S. Res. 400 for disclosure of 
-| information or documents over 
Fxecutive Branch objection. The 
Executive Branch has never agreed 
‘| that the Congress has the authority 
to break an Executive classification 
avid it is believed that we should 
}use this opportuuity to make the 
point that if we totally accept 
their decision for nondisclosure, 
| they should accept ours. 
| The letter was coordinated with 
_ et OG. Committee staff was informed 
that there would be a slight delav 
in replying. 
| In accordance with your request, 
we are preparing implementing 
instructions to assure the proper 
jhandling of information and docu- 
jments exchanged in confidence with } 
the SSCI (as well as with other 
Committees). Also, we are sendigg. T 
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